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nance of the religion they generally profess. There are several splendid 
Sepulchral Crosses, of great antiquity and in good preservation, existing 
in the cemeteries attached to various old churches and abbeys through 
the district ; but they are monuments of a distinct class, and will require 
a chapter specially devoted to their description and illustration. 



ATHCARNE WAY- SIDE CEOSS. 

BY EICHAED HITCHCOCK, ESQ. 

[Read at the Meeting of September 4^^.] 

When I visited the County of Meath, in June last year, for the 
purpose of examining a supposed Ogham inscription, said to " stand in 
the centre of three roads, four miles beyond Curragha," I met with a 
Way-side Cross, of which I do not recollect having seen any description. 
It is probably one of those alluded to in the notice of Athcarne Castle, 
in that excellent publication, the Dublin, Penny Journal, Vol. I., p. 
218 ; but I cannot find it afterwards described. See also, Lewis's 
Topographical Dictionary of Ireland, ?a.'(v^<& 'Duleek.'* As Mr. Prim 
may wish to know something about this monument, I shall here insert 
the note which I took on the occasion : — 

When the people heard that I felt so anxious to see stones with old 
letters or figures on them, they directed me to a stone near one oi the 
gates of Annesbrook demesne, about two miles farther on, and little 
more than one mile south of the town of Duleek, where they said was a 
stone with a cross, and letters which "no man ever read," though 
many had tried. When the cross had been mentioned, I felt the more 
desirous to see this stone, and thought it possible I might be recom- 
pensed for my disappointment in the Ogham inscription, by a walk to 
it. But here also I was disappointed. The stone is merely a monument 
erected by a lady named Dowdall, in the year 1600, having, however, a 
cross and other sculpturing near the top. Below this, are the family 
arms, impaled, and over each half, the letters W. B., and J. D. 
The inscription, in the raised capitals of the time, runs down the front 

• Dr. Wilde, in his highly interesting work on the Boyne and Blackwater, 
second edition, notices other Way-side Crosses in the County of Meath, viz., 
Nevinstown, pp. 167-8; Baronstown, p. 170; and Duleek, pp. 277-8. The 
two latter were erected by ladies named Janet Dowdall, one of whom was wife 
to Oliver Plunket, the other to William Bathe — the latter being, apparently, 
the persons named in the Athcarne inscription printed on the other side. The 
castle of Athcarne was built in the year 1590 by this gentleman and lady, as 
appears by an inscription still existing there. 
23 
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and back of the pillar, commencing immediately under the arms, and is 
as follows : — 

On the front : On the back : 



THIS . CROSS. 


H A I L E . MA 


WAS . BVILD 


RIE . F V L L . 


ED.BI . JEN NE 


OF. GRACE. 


T.DOWDALL. 


OVRE . LORD 


LATE . W I F 


I S . WITH . T 


E . V N T . W I 


HE . H A I L E 


LLIAM . BAT 


S W E T E . VI 


HE . OF . ATH 


R GIN . THE. 


CARNE . 1 V S 


BLESSED . M 


TICE . rOR . H 


OTHER . OF. 


IM . AND . F 


G D . T H E . V 


OR . HER . S E 


E R Y . E X CELL 


LF . IN . TH E 


E N T . Q V E N 


Y E A R E . OF 


E . F . H B A V. 


V R E . LOR 


E N . P R A Y E . 


DE . G O D . 16 


FOR.VS POO 


0. W I C H . 


RE . SOVLES 


IVSTICE.D 


A M E N . I H S. 


ECEACED . T 




H E . X XV . F. 




OCTOBER. 




15 99. AND . 




BVRI E D . IN. 




THE. C H V R 




C H . OF . D V L 




K E K E . W H 




OSE . SOVLE 




S . I . P R A Y E . 




GOD . TAKE. 




TO. HIS. ME R. 




C I E . AMEN. 





1 H S. 



I was supposed to be preparing for being a clergyman, when I read 
this inscription for some men, who purposely delayed their journey to 
hear it. One asked, was it 'English! I really believe, that some 
tourists through Ireland make such objects as this inscription, much 
more unintelligible to the peasantry than they otherwise might have been. 
It is plain, that some person, whom they thought they could depend 
upon, must have told the Meath people, that the inscription was Hebrew, 
Latin, &c. Would it not much more indicate the noble mind, if the 
peasantry were made sensible of the value of such monuments, by ex- 
plaining to them what they are — and would it not also be doing much 
towards their better preservation ? I believe, however, that it is not the 
peasantry who injure or destroy all the interesting remains that are 
yearly obliterated in Ireland. Persons who ought to know better have 
a large share in the barbarous work. 



